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the true religion and false religions; further, "that the best
system is that in which the government is not empowered to visit
punishment on violators of the Catholic religion except so far as
the public may require." (The idea that the government must
be founded on natural motives and remain a stranger to- religion
is really historically the foundation of the English constitutional
system and of the modern lay state; it has resulted in withdraw-
ing from the clergy every means of material constraint, leaving
them only a moral authority. It is contrary to the unity of faith,
the fundamental doctrine of the Church. It implies the mental
reservation that the different religions * are of sufficiently ecfual
value to make it possible to leave each man to choose one for
himself.)

"From this absolutely false idea of society 2nd government"
arises the error, " set down as madness by Gregory XVI.," that
"liberty of conscience and of creed is the right of every man,
and may be proclaimed and admitted into every well-constiluted
society, and that citizens are entitled to full liberty of publishing
and maintaining their opinions through the press or otherwise
without restraint from any civil or ecclesiastical authority."
Now, this is "a fatal liberty, for if free discussion of human
opinion is always allowed, there will always be people who dare
to resist the truth/' (Liberty of conscience and of the press is in
fact irreconcilable with unity of faith; historically it was first
established in countries torn by religious revolutions.)

When " religion has been discarded from civil society ... the
idea of justice and law" is lost; the immediate consequence is
that " the will of the people, as manifested by public opinion or
any other means, constitutes the supreme law independently of
every divine and human right, and that in political order accom-
plished facts . . . have the force of law." It is thus that the re-
ligious orders were abolished. After religion had been driven
out of society, it was to be excluded from the family, by civil mar-
riage and lay schools. (It is a fact that the sovereignty of the
people has not been historically admitted except in those coun-
tries which no longer recognise the sovereignty of the Church;
it has led to civil marriage and neutrality of the public school.)

* The errors of mdifferentism andlatitudinariamsm are mentioned in the
Syllabus in these terms* " Man may in the creed of any religion find the
road to eternal salvation and secure eternal salvation. Every man is free
to embrace and to profess the religion -which he believes to be true, con-
ducted by the light of reason."